
 

 

Contact us! 
 
for more information, or to 

attend an Information  

Session 

 
Shuswap 

250-515-1522 
shuswapsupport@okfosterparents.ca 

 

North Okanagan 

250-558-0939 
noksupport@okfosterparents.ca 

 

Central Okanagan  

250-870-8991 
coksupport@okfosterparents.ca 

 

South Okanagan & Similkameen 

250-462-6907 
soksupport@okfosterparents.ca 

 

Become a 
Foster  Caregiver Qualities to become a 

Foster Parent and help 
children and families 
in your community  

www.fosteringokanagan.com 

 

 

 

 

Okanagan Foster  

Parents Association 

 

Proud to support 

Foster Parents of the 

Shuswap & Okanagan  

 Patient, loving, and  

        understanding  

 Knowledgeable and  

        experienced  in meeting      

        the needs of children 

 Interested and willing to 

attend training to improve 

your parenting skills  

 Able to support a child’s 

family and cultural  

       connections 

 Maintain a stable,  

       structured, and positive     

       home environment 

  Make a Difference  

Alternative Caregiver Roles 
 

 Short-term: Respite/Relief for 

current foster home caregivers. 

 

 Individuals who have skills/

training working with children 

and youth, to support the work 

of our foster parents.  



 

What is Fostering? 

Fostering is looking after children and youth who 

cannot live with their own families for a variety of 

reasons. The goal is for children to return home 

when their parents are able to care for them. 

Children’s needs range from simple to very 

complex.  

How long will a foster child be in my home? 

This depends on the circumstances of the child 

and his or her family. You will be told how long 

children are expected to stay. Some children stay 

in foster care for a few days, others for a couple of 

years. Most will stay with you for a few months.  

Do I have a choice about the child placed in my 

home? 

Yes. Foster caregivers can specify the age, gender, 

and number of children you wish to care for.  

www.fosteringokanagan.com  

Shuswap 

Is there a cost to become a foster parent? 

No. Your foster home–study and required training 

are provided free of charge.  

Will I receive financial assistance for the children in 

my care? 

Yes. You will receive a payment for expenses such as 

board, food, clothing, and recreation. After the first 

year, foster parents may be assessed to receive 

additional funds based on your skill level, 

experience, and the service you are willing to 

provide.  

Do I have to own my home? 

No. Foster Caregivers may rent or own. You can live 

in a house or apartment, in the city or on a rural 

property. Families who rent must have their 

landlord’s permission to become foster parents.  

I’m not married, can I still be a foster parent?  

Yes. Single people, couples, and families with or 

without children can all become foster parents 

Can I work outside of the home? 

Yes. Foster parents can work outside of the home. 

For some children, having one parent at home or 

having a flexible or part-time position works best. 

Are foster families needed in my community? 

Yes! All types of foster homes are needed for all  

ages throughout the Shuswap, Okanagan, and 

Similkameen. There is a critical need for foster 

parents able to care for several children in a sibling 

group, or children with exceptional  emotional or 

behavioural needs. We always need homes for 

aboriginal heritage and homes for babies and teens.  

We serve the following Shuswap  

communities: 

 

 Sicamous 

 Salmon Arm 

 Canoe 

 Silver Creek 

 Tappen 

 Blind Bay 

 Sorrento 

Follow us on Facebook! 

Okanagan Foster Parents  

Association   

 

Information Sessions 

 

Find up-coming Information 

Sessions at: 

 

OFPA’s website 

www.fosteringokanagan.com 

or 

Foster Now website 

www.fosternow.gov.bc.ca 


